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Viewpoint No.: NPS Visual Resources Inventory 

View Description & Scenic Quality Data 

Observation Data 
NPS Unit: Date: Time: 

Viewpoint Name: Recorder: 

Viewed Landscape Name (if needed): 

Evaluators: 

Viewpoint Coordinates:   UTM, Zone: 
                                                                /  Lat./Long. 

View Geometry Bearings 
( Magnetic or  True N) Left: Center: Right: 

Weather:       Sunny/Clear      Mostly Sunny    Partly Cloudy      Mostly Cloudy      Cloudy/Overcast      Cirrus     

Observer Position:   Looking down at scene       Looking at eye level      Looking up at scene 

Photo Record 
Photographer:  Camera/Lens 1:  Camera/Lens 2: 

Camera Photo Number(s) Pano Notes 

    

    

    

Landscape Description 
View Type:    Panorama      Feature      Framed      Focal      Enclosed      Canopied 
Landscape Character Type:  Natural/Natural Appearing     Pastoral    Agriculture    Rural    Suburban    Urban  Industrial 

Are seasonal/ephemeral effects (e.g., wildflower displays, snow, haze) important to the scenic quality of the view?                   Yes     No   
If yes, please describe: 
Notes: 
 

Extent of Distance Zones 
Foreground: 
Middleground: 
Background: 

Landscape Elements 
 Distance  Distance  Distance  Distance 

Landform* F M B Landcover* F M B Land Use* F M B Structures* F M B 
Mountains    Development    Natural Areas    High Rise - Residential    
Hills    Barren    Timber    Low Rise - Residential    
Buttes    Forest - Deciduous    Grazing/Rangeland    High Rise - Commercial    
Mesas    Forest - Evergreen    Agriculture    Low Rise - Commercial    
Valleys    Forest - Mixed    Mining    Farm Buildings    
Ridge    Shrub/Scrub    Industrial    Misc. Industrial (Factories, etc.)    
Cliffs/Bluffs    Grassland    Office/Retail    Power Plants    
Canyons    Pasture/Hay    Urban Residential    Wind Turbines    
Plains    Cultivated Crops    Suburban Residential    Solar Facilities    
Beaches    Wetland/Bog    Rural Residential    Communication Towers    
Sand Dunes    Ocean    Transportation    Oil/Gas Wells    
Islands    Lake/Pond    Parks/Recreation    Local Roads    
Headlands    River/Stream    Urban Center    Highways    
Water        Small Town    Transmission/Substations    
        Energy Generation    Unidentifiable Structures    
           Transmission        
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Prominent Design Elements 
FORMS LINES 

 

Descriptor Elements Descriptor Elements 
Rolling  Vertical  
Blocky  Horizontal  
Rugged  Curving  
Angular  Undulating  
Conical  Angular  
Pyramidal  Diagonal  
Rounded  Broken  
Circular  Irregular  
Flat    
    

COLORS TEXTURES 
Color Elements Descriptor Elements 
  Smooth   
  Rough   
  Medium   
  Coarse   
  Fine  
  Patchy  
  Stippled  
  Random   
  Uniform  
  Ordered  
    
    

View Description 
 
 
 
 

Scenic Quality 
Scenic Quality Factor Rating Rationale 

Landscape Character Integrity 
Landscape Character Elements   

Inconsistent Elements    

Quality and Condition of Elements   

Integrity Total   

Vividness 
Focal Points   

Forms/Lines   

Color Vividness   

Vividness Total   

Visual Harmony 
Spatial Relationship   

Scale Relationship   

Color Harmony   

Harmony Total   

TOTAL   
 

SCENIC QUALITY E (9-15) D (16-23) 
 

C (24-30) B (31-38) A (39-45) 




